
Great Streets Signage Guidelines  

In order to maximize the look and feel of a district these guidelines reference your 

main signage. If you are investing in your signage with funding through this program 

you are required to follow these guidelines. Additionally, if your sign appears overly 

worn and weathered you will be required to allocate funding toward updating your 

signage.  

Certain business districts within Akron have local sign design guidelines that 

must be adhered to for funding through this program. At this time the following districts have or are in 

the process of creating design guidelines: Kenmore (betterkenmore.org)   

Signs should be proportionate to the size of the building and the size of the site. The size and design of signs 

should also be compatible with other signs in the surrounding area. Design should also be consistent with the 

building architecture in terms of style, materials, colors, proportions, etc. 

 

PROJECTING SIGNS 

Projecting signs (See left) are highly encouraged, especially on buildings that butt up to 

the sidewalk, similar to many of the buildings along Kenmore Blvd, Aster Av, and Canton 

Rd. If a projecting sign extends over City Right-of-Way (ie City of Akron sidewalk) the 

sign must go through Board of Zoning Appeals. Either the sign contractor or the business 

owner can go through the Board of Zoning Appeals process. Most sign contractors in the 

City of Akron are aware of the approval processes. Call the Zoning Department for more 

information on the Board of Zoning Appeals process: 330-375-2350 

 

CANVAS SIGNS 

Signs printed on canvas or vinyl (See left), typically hung with rope, will not be 

funded through this program. Awardees with this sign style will be required to 

invest in their signage.  

 

 

ILLUMINATED SIGNAGE 

Lighting should not cause glare on surrounding 

streets or property nor distract from the 

surrounding environment. Externally lit signs, 

Halo-lit channel letters, and face-lit channel 

letters, and neon lighting (in order left to right, top 

to bottom) are all preferred styles of illuminated 

signage. Backlit signs are discouraged. Digital 

displays will not be funded through this program 

 


