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Congratulations
Mike Falkenstein,
Parks Photo Contest
winner with his
photograph of
Summit Lake.

FULL WINTER 2019-20
SEASON SCHEDULE INSIDE
WITH WALL CALENDAR!

Progress is happening in
your neighborhood

Akron Residents,
It’s been a busy few
years for this city. As
I approach the end of
my first term as Mayor,
Mayor Dan Horrigan
I am thrilled, humbled,
and in awe of the work our community has
accomplished. Together, we have been
laser-focused on key areas of opportunity,
and have been able to see meaningful and
measurable change.
As your Mayor, I am committed to growing
Akron’s population again. More people
means more vibrancy and more services for
our community. There’s no one magical
solution to reversing population loss, but I
am focusing on incremental and strategic
efforts that will better attract people,
businesses and services to Akron. All efforts
center on Increasing Economic Opportunity,
Building Stronger Neighborhoods and
Improving Public Life for our residents.
As with many urban areas of this country,
we have no shortage of challenges to deal
with. Too many Akron citizens are living
paycheck to paycheck, are caught in the
throws of addiction, or are concerned about
rising violence in their streets. These issues
are always complex, and never easily solved.
They are the very issues that keep me up
many nights. However, I am bolstered by
the fact that this community is resilient
and creative, and we continue to plan for,
implement or adjust programs to better
combat these difficult challenges.
It’s also important to take moments to
celebrate our many successes and educate
residents about what our community has
to offer. I hope this issue of the Hey Akron!
Magazine offers you useful information to
better engage with Akron, its rich history
and its wonderful people. I truly feel
honored and privileged to help better
the city that my family has lived in now
for five generations.

•

Jobs & Economic Inclusion
• $100 million investment from Amazon at former Rolling Acres mall with 1,500+ new jobs.
• Elevate Akron, a joint economic development plan, was created collaboratively by the City, County
and Chamber. One main focus is increasing economic opportunities for African-Americans.

•

• Bounce Innovation Hub is open, supporting innovators, and start-ups through
partnerships with local corporations and universities.

Improving Infrastructure & Environment
• Repaving budget has nearly tripled since 2017, paving 54 miles of road every year.
• $26 million in federal grants awarded to Akron to renovate Main Street.

•

• Continued investments in water technology and infrastructure have transformed
the Cuyahoga River into the “2019 River of the Year”.

Investing in Safety Equipment & Programming
• Two new fire stations, new ladder trucks and equipment for Akron Fire. New investments
in body worn cameras, cruisers, neighborhood cameras and lighting by Akron Police.
• Quick Response Teams, suing opiate manufacturers, and more Narcan
for safety forces to help fight the Opiate Epidemic.

•

• New Late Night Basketball program started to empower and educate Akron youth.

Uplifting Neighborhoods
• Financial Empowerment Center opened in 2018, providing free one-on-one financial
coaching. More than 2,100 sessions completed so far.
• Great Streets Akron program created, providing grants, loans and services to
support neighborhood business districts. Over $1 million has been invested.
• Full Term First Birthday initiative continues programming for healthy pregnancies and
babies particularly in underserved areas.

•

• Vacant Building Registry program created to help combat neighborhood blight.

Creating Safe, Beautiful & Functional Public Spaces
• Recreation programming improved and diversified, Akron Parks Challenge and
Akron Parks Week created for community-driven park improvements.
• New splash pad in Akron at Joy Park, and another planned for North Akron in 2020.
• Age-Friendly Akron initiative has kicked off, for improved public spaces, pedestrian
access and services for Akron seniors.
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Engage, Enrich, Empower

Recreation and Parks are experiencing a rebirth in Akron.
Our public spaces are essential to the social fabric of the
community and I’m excited to see how we can make them better.
– Mayor Dan Horrigan

Recreation and maintaining safe and vibrant public spaces are essential
services in the City of Akron. In order to improve services and awareness,
the City engaged the community in a survey to better assess their needs
through a strategic planning process. The Recreation & Parks Division is in
the midst of transformational change as a direct result of resident feedback.
For ongoing updates, follow Akron Recreation & Parks on Facebook at
facebook.com/cityofakroncommunityevents/.

What We’ve Accomplished
• Extended summer concert series in all wards.
• Served more than 139K lunches through the
Summer Lunch Program.
• Opened two community pools 6 days a week to
the public, free of charge.
• Installing wifi to be available at four community
centers – Reservoir Park, Patterson Park,
Northwest, and Lawton Street.

• Launched Akron Parks Week, a citywide
effort to engage businesses and residents
in volunteering to beautify, clean and
maintain parks in every city ward.
• Opened the first public splash pad in
Akron at Joy Park.
• Relaunched a Summer Late Night
basketball program, that will now be
continued through the rest of the year.

Remodeling Hardesty Park restrooms and pavilion

PROJECTS
PLANNED
FOR 2020
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Offering wifi at additional community centers
Amenity upgrades for community pools and community centers
Improving transportation for youth summer camp programming
Second Annual Akron Parks Week scheduled for May 16-23
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…

Akron, we hear your concerns!
Let’s break down your most frequently
asked questions below.
The City of Akron is under a U.S. EPA Consent
Decree, which requires updating sewer
infrastructure to reduce the pollution in our
waterways and satisfy the Clean Water Act.
In the early 1990s, the EPA focused on more than
770 cities nationwide with combined sewer overflows
that discharge into waterways. Akron’s mandate,
unfortunately, is one of the strictest in the country,
and there are no federal or state grant dollars to
help complete the $1.2 billion project. That means the burden falls on ratepayers. In the
last four years alone, the City has saved ratepayers more than $83 million through green
infrastructure and innovative financing. Rebuilding the City’s entire sewer system is
expensive, but the results already include a much cleaner river and state-of-the-art sewers
with even more improvements to come. Learn more at akronwaterwaysrenewed.com.

What’s with
my High
Water Bill?

Changes in international recycling markets have forced
the City to alter the way we recycle. Placing
the wrong items in recycling bins increases cost,
decreases the recovery of good recyclable
materials, and ultimately threatens the
sustainability of Akron’s Recycling Program.
This summer, the City teamed up with The
Recycling Partnership, creating a three-month,
grant-funded campaign designed to educate residents
on what is, and what is not, currently recyclable.

what’s with
the recycling
program
changing?

So, what can be recycled? Plastic bottles and jugs, paper cartons,
metal cans, paper and cardboard are the only items that should
go in blue recycling carts. All items should be clean of food
residue, loose, and NEVER bagged. For the latest guidance,
be sure to download the free Akron Recycles app.
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No one can deny the significant amount of
construction happening in Akron. We know
that construction means traffic (and
inconvenience), but it’s important to keep
in mind that this is what progress looks like.
$26 million in state and federal dollars
are going towards a Main St. revitalization, due to
be done summer of 2020. Mayor Horrigan has
nearly tripled the annual resurfacing budget and
Akron is still in the midst of a $1.2 billion sewer
project. We have aging infrastructure, and the
City will continue to accept and utilize every state and federal dollar available to
rebuild our roads, sewers, bridges and highways. At the end of the day, we all
want safe and reliable infrastructure, and we have to navigate some orange barrels
to get us there. There are resources available to help you stay up-to-date on
construction. For project and traffic information, visit driveakron.com.

what’s with
ALL THE
construction?

What’s with
All the
potholes?

…it’s important
to keep in mind
that this is
what progress
looks like.

The quality of city roads is one of the most common complaints we hear from residents.
Thanks to new income tax dollars passed in 2017, the annual resurfacing program now
has a budget of $7 million, paving approximately 54 miles of road each year. There are
a total of 829 center lane miles of road in Akron. Years of deterioration, due to lack of
needed revenue, cannot be righted in a single year, but we are working hard to catch up.
While the crews work to pave as much as possible, we also have workers out filling
thousands of potholes. As of mid-October, we have already filled over 61,139 potholes
in 2019. If you notice a pothole that needs filled, please call 3-1-1 or fill out a service
request online at akronohio.gov/311.
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PROMISES KEPT

How Akron’s New Safety and Streets Funds
are Strengthening Akron Neighborhoods
You don’t have to look far to see the City’s new income tax dollars at work—68 extra miles
of freshly-paved roadway, two state-of-the-art fire stations, and new police vehicles patrolling
our streets. And that’s just the beginning.
In 2017, Akron voters overwhelmingly supported Issue 4 – a dedicated ¼% income tax
increase to fund police, fire, and roadway improvements in Akron (“Safety and Streets”).
Since then, roughly $28.5 million in Safety and Streets dollars have been invested directly into
police, fire and paving in the first two years, and another $15.75 million is budgeted for 2020.
Gone are the supports that prevented the collapse of the garage floor at the old Fire Station
No. 2 and the police vehicles with holes in the floorboards. They’ve been replaced. A new
era of investment is hitting Akron’s streets and inspiring a renewed sense of hope and pride
among residents and City workers.

“Thanks to the voters, we can attract the very best
and brightest public safety officers to Akron.”

“For years, due to state budget cuts, we struggled just to maintain the condition of our
streets, much less make any positive progress,” City Public Works Bureau Manager Jim Hall
said. “The calls and complaints about potholes were almost constant. But now that we have
tripled our repaving budget, we are slowly getting more and more calls from residents
thanking us for paving their street. People are noticing a difference – it feels good to finally
be on the upswing.”
Akron Police Chief Ken Ball also breathes a little easier these days. “Given the incredible
daily demands on our police officers, the last thing we should be worrying about is how we
afford new body cameras or that our cruisers are going to break down in the middle of a
shift,” he said. “Knowing that these basic needs are met allows us to focus on developing
the best technology, equipment, and training needed to keep our officers and citizens safe.”

This September, Fire Chief Clarence Tucker cut the ribbon on two brand new fire stations –
Station No. 2 in Middlebury, and Station No. 4 just south of downtown. And it just so happened that
the open house celebrations took place on the 31-year anniversary of Tucker’s very first day with the
Akron Fire Department. As he watched school children stare in awe at the 28 foot ceilings at
Station No. 4 and climb in and out of fire trucks, he took a moment to reflect.

The Safety and Streets dollars also enabled the City to bring the Akron Police Academy back
in-house.“As we sought to attract a class of talented new recruits that reflects the diversity of
our community, we knew we needed to pay recruits a livable wage during training,” Deputy
Mayor for Public Safety
Charles Brown said.
“But without these
new funds, that simply
wouldn’t have been
possible. Thanks to
the voters, we can
attract the very best
and brightest public
safety officers
to Akron.”

“Nothing is more important than keeping our families safe,” Chief Tucker remarked. “Our ability
to respond during a fire or medical emergency depends on us having the best facilities and
equipment available. These new funds provide the level of investment our community deserves.
I am proud to lead this department in an era where our first responders are well-supported,
well-trained, and well-equipped.”
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As Mayor Dan Horrigan studied the proposed 2020 Safety and Streets budget, including plans
to invest another $15.75 million into Akron’s neighborhoods, he remarked on what this meant
for the future. “This is the legacy we are leaving the next generation,” he said, pointing to line
items for street paving, new fire trucks, and police gear. “In Akron, we value the basic services
that keep communities safe and strong. I am incredibly grateful to the voters and residents
for supporting that vision.”
Sorting through papers, he pulls out the reports detailing Safety and Streets spending
since the new tax took effect. “And every single dollar that we’ve raised has gone right back
into the neighborhoods. This is a story about promises made, and promises kept. For more
akronohio.gov
information on safety and streets, visit akronohio.gov/safetyandstreets.
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Momentum on

Despite the sight of orange barrels, the remaking of Main Street continues to hit key
milestones and is on track to be complete by Summer 2020. We encourage residents
to come downtown and support Main Street businesses throughout this time of
redevelopment. There is parking and sidewalk accessibility available to get you
where you need to go! Downtown offers a variety of things to do from shopping
to entertainment to an eclectic selection of bars and restaurants. You’ll find a fun
atmosphere and delicious food anytime you visit. For more information on what is
going on Downtown, visit www.downtownakron.com.

“We just celebrated our third year at this location.
The first year was a little slow, but we’ve been getting
progressively busier. We’ve really picked up over the
last year. We try to offer something a bit different.
We like big flavors. We like using lots of herbs and
spices. Some of our most popular items are the grilled
cheeses and soups. All our soups are made in house
and actually we sold more soup this summer than we
did last winter. People are starting to catch on.”
– Chameleon Café Owners Adria and Mike Buzek
23 S Main St, Akron, OH 44308

“We are fortunate that we have been here over 20 years
so our customer base is really loyal. Most of our lunch
business is from people who work downtown. We've
seen what the finished Main Street is starting to look
like now, especially outside of the Rubber Ducks
stadium, and we are so excited! It's going to look
amazing when it is all done.”
– Diamond Deli co-owner, Chad Magilavy
378 S Main St, Akron, OH 44311
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