
PRESS release 
 

 
City of Akron 166 S. High Street Akron, Ohio 44308   

(330)-375-2345 Fax:(330)- 375-2335 

Web: www.akronohio.gov 

 

Date:      6/21/2011 

Contact:   Stephanie York, Director of Communications, syork@akronohio.gov 

 

Peregrine Falcon Baby Rescued by Akron Fire Department 

 

 

 The Akron Fire Department performed an unusual rescue this morning 

and a local resident may owe its life to quick action by fire/ems officials.  

 While climbing the stairs on his way to work, Captain Charles Twigg  

spotted a struggling bird in the parking lot of the Delaware Building in downtown 

Akron, across from City Hall.  

 The bird turned out to be a young peregrine falcon that attempted to fly but 

was unable to get aloft. Others quickly joined the effort - Lt. Ron Breznak, Medic 

Johnnie Player and Interim Fire Chief Rob Ross joined in to contain the falcon so 

that it would not be (further) injured. The falcon was not receptive to their 

approach, and even tried to hide under a stairwell, but fire personnel were able to 

carefully slip a box over it and capture the bird. 



  Ohio Division of Wildlife Supervisor Damon Greer responded to the scene 

and took custody of the falcon. He confirmed that it was one of the youngsters 

from a nest at downtown’s Landmark Building. The baby falcon was banded, 

which will enable Greer to tell exactly which bird this is and where it needs to be 

returned once it is inspected for injuries. If the bird needs further evaluation, he 

will arrange for veterinarian Dr. Gary Riggs to examine the falcon. Officials 

expect that If the falcon does not need medical attention, it will probably be 

returned to its nesting box to recuperate and get the nourishment and protection 

it needs from its parents. 

 “We were happy to participate in the rescue,” said Chief Ross. “Everyone 

downtown loves to see these impressive birds flying around our buildings, and 

connecting us a little bit to nature.” 
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