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Welcome to Akron USA!
Akron became a center for international business 100 years

ago, when Akron dominated the rubber and tire industry,
and our community’s openness in greeting business visitors
from around the world continues as Akron establishes its
place as an international center for research and develop-
ment of materials innovation for the 21st century.

This legacy of business excellence is present at Goodyear
and Bridgestone-Firestone, each of which has located one of
its companies’ two international research facilities in Akron.
Goodrich, Continental AG, Hankook, Kumho and other
high-tech materials producers maintain scientific units in
Greater Akron as well.

Consider the Institute for Polymer Research and Polymer
Engineering at the University of Akron, whose science and
engineering programs rank among the top five nationally.
There is no place on earth where so much activity is going
on in the fields of advanced manufacturing, polymers, 
plastics, composites and metals.

Companies from many nations, including Germany,
France, Korea and Japan, now call Akron their American
home. 

In Akron, international guests find a welcoming environ-
ment, with friendly people who greatly prize the quality of
life they have built around art, music, culture, education and
food. When it comes to the outdoors, Akron sits at the edge
of one of America’s most popular national parks, the cycling
and hiking trails of the Cuyahoga Valley. The Akron area is
home to some of America’s best hospitals.

We are close to the offices of international business prac-
tices in law and accounting, and our banks have worldwide
connections.

We have one of the fastest-growing airports in the United
States, with direct flights daily to New York, Boston, Chicago,
Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Tampa, Charlotte and Denver. 

(It’s not unusual for an Akron resident to spend the day 
in New York City and be home in time to put the children 
to bed!)

Why should you give Akron another look? Our geography,
our history, our quality of life, our being named one of
Newsweek magazine’s top 10 “hot-tech” cities in America —
all these attributes position Akron as a place where we speak
the language of business!

Donald L. Plusquellic

www.ci.akron.oh.us

Welcome!
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DRIVING DISTANCES (within Ohio)
Akron to: Cleveland 35 mi. 56 km.

Cincinnati 229 mi. 369 km.
Columbus 122 mi. 196 km.
Dayton 199 mi. 320 km.
Toledo 138 mi. 222 km.
Youngstown 50 mi. 80 km.

DRIVING DISTANCES 
Akron to: Atlanta, Georgia 691 mi. 1112 km.

Boston, Massachusetts 638 mi. 1026 km.
Buffalo, New York 223 mi. 359 km.
Charlotte, North Carolina 481 mi. 774 km.
Chicago, Illinois 373 mi. 600 km.
Detroit, Michigan 191 mi. 307 km.
New York, New York 440 mi. 708 km.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 409 mi. 658 km.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 111 mi. 179 km.
St. Louis, Missouri 542 mi. 872 km.
Toronto, Canada 345 mi. 559 km.
Washington, D.C. 349 mi. 562 km.

NOTE: Direct flights to
Akron from New York 
originate from LaGuardia
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Akron USA is strategically located within a
500-mile (804.5 km) radius of 42 major
American cities, encompassing 55 percent of
the nation’s manufacturing plants,
57 percent of the total population and 
60 percent of its buying power.
Akron’s excellent strategic positioning is cou-
pled with vital business amenities such as:
• Excellent transportation network
• High-quality and low-cost utilities
• Access to cutting-edge research and devel-

opment
• A high concentration of manufacturing

industries
• A superior work force
All these resources make Akron USA the right
place to speak the language of 
business.

Accessible to the World
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Who’s Here and Why

Aircraft Braking Systems Corp.OMNOVA Solutions

Bridgestone/Firestone USA Little Tikes Roadway Express, Inc.

Lockheed Martin Tactical Defense Systems

DaimlerChryslerGOJO Industries, Inc.The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company

Abundant resources make Akron
USA the world-class choice for 
business and industry.

The region boasts plentiful amounts
of fresh water, an always-reliable supply
of natural gas and electricity and a
state-of-the-art communications net-
work, including satellite, fiber optics
and high-speed broadband Internet
access.

Akron USA also lays claim to a
transportation network unmatched 
in North America, with air, rail, high-
way and waterway routes that ensure
businesses convenient access to world
markets



Cluster industries underpin the 
economic success of Akron USA and
ensure that new businesses are given
every opportunity for success.

These industries make up a model of
modern wealth creation: metalworking
and machine building, automotive,
advanced materials (including polymers,
nanomaterials, liquid crystals and
fuel cells), software, biomedical and
industrial controls and sensors.º

Akron USA remains a place where
people still proudly manufacture goods
for world markets…and where product
innovation occurs every day.

Akron is Ready to Work
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Akron USA places the highest value on education at all
levels, because world-class educational institutions ensure
a world-class work force in the future.

The University of Akron has the third-largest principal 
campus enrollment of Ohio’s state universities. Students 
come not only from Ohio, but also from 40 other states and
83 countries. 

This area boasts the largest number of institutions of higher
learning next to New York City.

In Akron USA, great educational institutions create the
conditions necessary to fashioning a world-class work force
for the 21st century.

Every year, nearly 8,000 people relocate to this area, drawn
to the professional, educational and cultural advantages that
can be found only in Akron USA. That represents a work
force pool more than prepared to help you meet your business
goals.

Education Opportunities

Work Force Advantage



Enjoy the good 
Life

Leisure activities in Akron USA are exceptional
for their diversity as well as their quality.

This is a region that prides itself on parks,
resorts, theaters and race tracks, as well as 
such novel attractions as Stan Hywet Hall, 
the Cuyahoga Valley National Park and the
National Inventors Hall of Fame.

Fine dining and a bustling nightclub scene
further accent Akron USA as a great place to
play as well as to work!

Cost of Living Index Fourth Quarter 2004

Source: American Chamber of Commerce Researchers

Accociation (ACCRA) Data compiled by Greater 

Akron Chamber, 03/2005



“A wonderful community, 
filled with great people.”

—Mayor Don Plusquellic

The biggest secret behind Akron USA is no
secret at all. It’s the people who have come to
call this area their home.

“Our local governments work together to
make business in Summit County easier,” says
James B. McCarthy, the executive of Summit
County government, which includes all of
Greater Akron. “Our cities, villages and town-
ships provide a variety of places to live, places
to work and recreational and cultural activities.”

Bernardine Matava-Van Kellsel
“If you walk around, drive around town, you see up to a billion dollars of
investment in just the last 6 to 7 years. A new library. A new Art Museum
addition. We have a new baseball stadium. It’s exciting. It’s great. Akron has
been able to reinvent itself and create the polymer industry.“

Amir & Manijeh Novini
“We are a global company, we ship equipment – 60 to 70 percent of what we
manufacture goes overseas. Some to Europe, some to Japan, some to Southeast
Asia. We wanted to have a road which was named after our company – so our
address is 2020 Vision Lane. I can’t imagine too many other cities would make
such huge concessions. “

Gilbert Lorenzo
“Akron helped us immediately when we came here. As a corporation, you need

all kinds of resources, and Akron offers all kinds of resources. The leaders of
Akron USA make themselves available to show us different locations in the

region. Not just in the City of Akron, but around the region. They give us an idea
of the labor force around here, what we can find, how to position ourselves

compared to other corporations our size.”

Santosh Kannakkanatt
“Polymers in Akron are very intimate with this City. There’s not only the educa-

tional facility that centers around polymers, but all the outlying businesses.
We’ve got a facility here in Akron called the Incubator that helps marry people

with ideas, a science background, with the business partners. It’s a starting
point. It’s a place for us to meet a global community, a national community, get

our ideas from the lab out into the market.“



For more 
information

City of Akron
166 South High Street
Akron, OH 44308
Phone: 330-375-2133 
Fax: 330-375-2081 
www.ci.akron.oh.us 

Office of Economic Development
166 South High Street, Suite 202
Akron, OH 44308
Phone: 330-375-2133 
Fax: 330-375-2081 

Greater Akron Chamber
1 Cascade Plaza, 17th Floor
Akron Ohio 44308
330-376-5550
330-379-3164 Fax
www.greaterakronchamber.org

www.ci.akron.oh.us




